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FOR APPROXIMATELY ten years we have been reminded on every hand that farming is in a bad way. No one need go far nor seek long to .find abundant evidences of farm de­
pression. It is not the purpose of this paper to attempt either to 
convince you that general farm prosperity is just around the corner, 
or that the agricultural depression has not been or is not now seri­
ous. No man in my position is likely to fail to appreciate the near 
tragedy that has visited many farm homes as a result of deflation 
and continued low prices for farm products. 
It would be much easier for me to paint that picture than the 
one I shall attempt. I am not sure either but that such a paper 
might be received with more favor. However, my purpose is to 
turn your attention for a few minutes to a consideration of the ques­
tion as to whether there are not, after all, interspersed with the 
gloom, some evidences of farm progress. If there are such evi­
dences we owe it to ourselves and the industry we represent to 
think on these things. 
Nothing is more certain than that the continual contemplation 
of a depressed agriculture crowds out the rational consideration of 
the industry, obscures our vision, lowers our morale, and tends to 
make us inefficient, thus destroying the possibility of success and 
happiness. 
I have been asked repeatedly during the past five or six years 
whether there are any bright spots in the situation that should give 
an intelligent man reason for faith in the future of farming. I have 
seldom, if ever, been able to give adequate reply. Perhaps I shall 
not be able to at this time, for I find that there is more that might 
be said than would at first appear, and limitation of time compels 
elimination of much that is pertinent to the subject. 
For those who, during prosperous years, laid by a surplus or 
reserve, or for those who are now starting in the farming business, 
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always assuming that they are efficient farmers, there will be much 
of significance in what I am to say. To this group might be added 
those whose indebtedness is not out of line with deflated land values. 
In all our discussion it should be kept in mind that unless land can 
be operated at a profit on the basis of its present valuation exclusive 
of any probable increase in value per acre, it is not probable that 
it will prove a good investment. 
Increased Efficiency on Individual Farms 
Evidences of progress are apparent in many phases of farm life. 
Increasing efficiency of farm operation comes to mind first. Better 
organization of the farm business, improved varieties of crops in­
cluding the introduction of new crops and shifts in acreage, more 
efficient production of livestock and livestock products, improved 
soil management, and increased use of farm machinery-all have 
contributed to this development. The output per worker in agri­
culture "increased 47 percent between 1900 and 1925, exactly the 
same as in manufacturing..... In round numbers 10 persons 
in 1925 were turning out the same agricultural product as 14 in 1910 
and 12 in 1920."1 
This increased efficiency has been said by some to be one of the 
major causes of present surpluses. Without wishing to enter into 
any controversy, but not wishing either to evade the issue, I would 
make this statement: Farm profits depend upon the difference be­
tween costs of production and selling prices. Formerly we pro­
duced less per worker. With the same limited output per worker 
today, prices no doubt would be higher provided such conditions 
and prices had not _stimulated agricultural imports and thus threat­
ened the possibility of retaining American markets for American 
farm products. If improved practices did not lower costs, they 
would not be adopted. With the lower costs, greater net profits 
have been obtained. Increased production per worker then may be 
rightfully considered an evidence of farm progress, even tho the 
resulting decrease in price of the product has been a severe hardship 
on those farmers who have not, for one reason or another, taken 
advantage of the improved cost-reducing improvements. . 
Let us consider for a while the improved practices that have 
been adopted on many individual farms. 
1}. D. Black, "Agricultural Reform in the United States," p. 13. 
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Better Organization. Our Farm Management staff tell me that 
a study of hundreds of financial records kept by farmers in all parts 
of Illinois indicates that a few farmers, even under the adverse con­
ditions of recent years, have done very well; the incomes of many 
must be classed as fair; those of others have been consistently low. 
It is further pointed out that some farmers have succeeded 
much better than their neighbors in bringing the farm business 
into line with economic conditions. Financial records of one to 
two thousand Illinois farmers kept each year for the last few years 
disclose noticeable improvement on the part of those who have kept 
them for more than one year. Increased profits have resulted 
chiefly from the success these men .have had in ( 1) maintaining a 
balance between enterprises; (2) increasing the volume of business, 
thereby lowering costs per unit of product; (3) making wise use 
of all resources -land, labor, power, feed, buildings, and other 
equipment; (4) determining and making use of farm enterprises 
having long-time advantages; and (5) making adjustments in pro­
duction that would meet changing conditions of demand, without 
disrupting the whole plan of organization. 
In view of the fact that farmers who analyze their businesses 
carefully-and they are almost compelled to do so if they keep ac­
curate farm accounts-prosper most as a group, it is encouraging 
to note that the number of Illinois farmers completing their farm 
records has grown from 290 in 1923 to 1,985 in 1929, and will be 
approximately 2,400 for 1930. In the special intensive form of 
record keeping and analysis, which we have labelled "farm bureau­
farm management" work, four counties had a membership of 240 
in 1925. By 1929 these same four counties had doubled their mem­
bership. Now twelve counties have the work, with a membership 
of 840 and a considerable waiting list. 
Evidence of improvement in farm organization and operation is 
well brought out also in an analysis of records kept on a group of 
fifty-four farms at the very beginning of our farm advisory work 
and records on these same farms fifteen years later. At the end of 
this period the poorest farm was poorer, and the best farm had suc­
ceeded in increasing its dollar income sufficiently to overcome in 
large measure the decreased purchasing power of the dollar. Dur­
ing this fifteen-year period many external factors had influenced the 
agriculture- of the community in which these farms are located. 
With a growing market of 100,000 people about twelve miles away, 
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this community has been permeated by a good system of ha;d roads. 
More mechanical power has been introduced. Farm advisory work, 
started two years previous to the beginning of this period, has helped 
the farmers of the community to see the necessity of growing 
legumes, after nearly a century of extractive farming. Most of our 
present knowledge concerning livestock sanitation has been .devel­
oped and made available and has been applied by many of these 
owners. Four crops were introduced that are becoming impor­
tant in the area, namely, sweet clover, alfalfa, soybeans, and barley. 
Inspection of the farm inventories might suggest that hog produc­
tion has declined; records of sales, on the contrary, show that it 
has increased but a change in practice has taken place, that of selling 
pigs at six months of age instead of nine to twelve months. The 
number of farm workers has declined but the production per man 
appears to have increased more than 20 percent. Three of the 54 
farms have been entirely absorbed by others of the group and the 
average size has increased 17 percent. At the beginning of the 
period an occasional man had used limestone or rock phosphate. 
These products are now used on 55 percent of the farms. 
Improved Varieties. The second form of increased efficiency on 
Illinois farms is in improved varieties of crops, new crops, and 
shifts in acreage. A few years ago sweet clover was placed in the 
class of such notorious plants as the Canada thistle and quack grass. 
Today there are more than three-quarters of a million acres of 
sweet clover on Illinois farms. Farmers who worked frantically to 
prevent this weed from getting a foothold in their fence rows are 
now liming land and inoculating their seed: in short, offering sweet 
clover every inducement to grow on their fields. Instead of buying 
nitrogen they are now manufacturing it on their own farms. More 
than 100 million pounds of nitrogen fertilizer, having a commercial 
value of between 20 and 30 million dollars, are represented by these 
750,000 acres of sweet clover. 
As remarkable as has been the development of sweet clover 
acreage, the forward march of soybeans is even more striking­
15,000 acres in 1919, 704,000 acres in 1930,-and at the same time 
the average yield has gone up from about 10Yz bushels an acre to 
16.33 bushels. 
Another striking change evidencing farm progress has occurred 
in the type of seed corn used in Illinois. The accepted type used by 
60 percent of Illinois growers is distinctly different from that used 
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at the time of the promulgation of the score card for utility corn, 
which was based on research work of the University of Illinois and 
the U. S. Department of Agriculture. This is perhaps the most 
complete change in farm practice noted in any state in recent years. 
The corn improvement program of our Department of Agron­
omy has been carried into 85 counties where more than 2,300 project 
leaders have received instruction in the selection and handling of 
utility type corn. These leaders in turn have assisted their farm 
advisers in carrying this message back into their communities until 
the selection of utility type corn has become a common practice on 
Illinois fanns. 
Soil Improvement. Hand in hand with the increased use of 
legumes has gone the rapid adoption of soil improvement practices, 
especially the application of limestone to sour soils. In 1929 Illinois 
farmers used almost a million tons of limestone-about one-third 
of that applied to farm land in the whole of the United States. 
Ten years ago only 300,000 tons were applied. These figures do not 
include a large tonnage produced by local quarries. Last year saw 
an increase of 175,000 tons, the largest increase in recent years, 
demonstrating that a considerable number of farmers can and are 
raising money to buy limestone. They realize that in periods of 
low prices it is more important than ever to get good crop yields 
if taxes, interest, labor costs, and other expenses are to be met and 
a living wage obtained. They also realize that a good clover crop 
is a cheap means of building up the soil, and that before clover can 
be grown successfully, limestone must be appt'ied to acid land. In 
many cases it is a question either of liming land or quitting the farm. 
This program of applying limestone has not proceeded blindly. 
In forty-eight counties farm bureau meetings during the past two 
years have resulted in the testing and mapping of more than 200,000 
acres. Instead of wasting high-priced clover seed on land too acid 
to grow these crops, or applying limestone where it was not needed, 
these farmers have acted only after systematically testing their land. 
With the new Bray test for available phosphorus discovered at this 
institution, farmers ate testing and mapping their soils for phos­
phorus deficiency also. 
Livestock Improvement. Dairymen have made rapid strides in 
at least two phases of their business in the last twenty years, namely, 
in increased production per cow and greater economy in feeding. 
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The average production per dairy cow in Illinois has increased about 
45 percent in this time-from 3,142 pounds of milk in 1910 to ap­
proximately 4,960 pounds in 1929. Better yet, the 21,000 cows en­
rolled in the dairy herd improvement association work produced in 
1929, on the average, 65 percent more milk and butterfat than the 
average cow in the state. 
Along with this increased efficiency in producing milk, the public 
has been educated to the value of dairy products as a human food, 
so that the demand has been well maintained. Technical knowledge 
of the composition of milk and other foods and of the importance of 
vitamins and calcium in the diet has advanced so rapidly in the last 
five years that none but a technical expert can keep up with it. 
All this contributes to farm progress. Progress in other lines 
of animal production has been quite as marked but not so easily 
measured. 
Increased Use of Farm Machinery. The increasing use of farm 
machinery has been the subject of much comment in late years. It 
has been blamed for present surpluses and it has been credited with 
what prosperity there has been. Some of these comments are worth 
quoting here. 
As Dr. G. F. Warren, of Cornell University, said: "Scientific 
research, agricultural extension teaching, the use of improved ma­
chinery, greater output per man, are not the causes of the agricul­
tural depression, but are the major ways in which the severity of 
the depression is being met." 
The adoption by Illinois farmers of modern mechanical equip­
ment, of which the mechanical corn picker-husker and the three- or 
four-row planters and cultivators are examples, is rapidly revolu­
tionizing farming methods in the small grain and corn areas of the 
state. 
Improvements in Farm Living Conditions. But of what benefit 
is it to a man to produce crops and livestock at lower cost if he 
continues merely to exist and buy more land with his profits? Have 
the standards of life increased on the farm? Surely. Improve­
ments in the equipment in farm homes in the past ten years are one 
evidence of farm progress. Consider the increased use of electric 
service. Six years ago there were only 175,000 farms in the United 
States having electric high-tension line service; a year ago there 
were approximately 625,000. Two Illinois companies that five years 
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ago were serving fewer than 4,000 farms are now serving about 
12,000. More than 40,000 Illinois farms have electricity supplied 
either from their own unit plants or from high-tension lines. 
Probably no other improvement has brought so many advantages 
to the farm home during the past ten years as has electric service. 
It not only provides good lighting for the home yards and buildings, 
but supplies energy for cooking, refrigeration, laundry, and motive 
power for operating other equipment. Studies made by the Illinois 
Station show that electricity reduces the time required for non­
productive work in the farm home, leaving more time for productive 
work. Farm women whose homes are electrically equipped devote 
more time to poultry and the garden and have more time for the 
care of the family and for leisure. 
As Mrs. H. J. Mies, President of the Illinois Home Bureau 
Federation, has said: "Few factors can relieve the drudgery and 
contribute more to the woman's share in raising the standard of liv­
ing on the farm home than electricity. There are many machines 
electrically run which are efficient and time-saving servants to the 
housekeeper. Time and energy released from housework can be 
turned to the more vital job of homemaking." 
It is recognized that prices of electrical equipment as well as 
electric current are relatively high, but with increased volume of 
business prices doubtless will be reduced within reach of a much 
greater percentage of farmers. 
Not only are more electrical conveniences, radios, telephones, and 
automobiles making farm living more attractive, but an increasing 
interest is taken in the house itself. Comfort, convenience, com­
munication, and appearance are now being sought in planning and 
design. Champaign county, in the national "Better Homes" contest, 
placed fourth in the national county-wide group. The Coles county 
demonstration, limited to one farm house, placed first in the special 
farm-house class. 
Estimates of May, 1930, indicated that 2,300,000 farm homes 
were then owners of radio sets. This is phenomenal growth in the 
few years that radios have been on the market. The pleasure and 
value derived from the radio by all members of the farm family is 
beyond our power to estimate in dollars. Music with meals, a few 
years ago a luxury available only for the very wealthy, now is a 
commonplace event in more than one-third of the farms in this 
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country. The farmer can now get his daily weather forecast and 
market news service from governmental agencies by radio. 
The automobile is no longer considered a farm luxury. With 
the thousands of miles of improved roads constructed in the past 
ten years, giving farmers access to better markets, has come a 
rapid increase in number of farm-owned motor trucks. In a study 
made recently in New York state, it was found that trucks used 
exclusively on improved roads lost only five days' use a year because 
of snow and mud, as compared with thirteen weeks lost on dirt 
roads. 
The rapidity with which improvements in farm living conditions 
have taken place in the last fifty years is one of the outstanding 
world developments. Aided by science and invention, the farmer 
of today can accomplish twenty times as much in his labor time as 
the farmer before the Civil War. It takes only half an hour now 
to sow a quantity of grain that used to require ten hours. A job 
of harvesting that took nearly forty-seven hours can be done in one 
hour. It has been estimated that corn can be planted more than 
ten times as fast and picked seven times as . rapidly. The mowing 
machine does more in one hour than the scythe would do in seven, 
and the potato planter multiplies by eight the efficiency of a man 
with a hoe. The application of mechanical methods to farming has 
hardly more than commenced. Electric power will do far more 
than milk a cow, hatch a chick, and grind feed for a pig. 
Changes even during the past ten years are a revelation, and I 
believe I can say without fear of contradiction that the American 
farmer is today doing a better job of farming than ever before. 
Progress in Educational Opportunities 
I shall take a short time to discuss the progress that has been 
made in bringing to rural youths and adults new information per­
taining to agriculture and home econo.mics. 
First, the young people. In addition to the resident teaching to 
students enrolled in the colleges of agriculture, boys and girls can 
obtain the latest and best available information in these fields thru 
vocational agriculture and home economics courses offered in public 
schools and in boys and girls 4-H club work. In 1918 only 250 boys 
were enrolled in vocational agriculture in 15 high schools in Illinois; 
in 1930 about 6,000 were enrolled in 220 high schools. That these 
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boys learn how to produce results has been demonstrated many 
times over. 
4-H club work has gone hand in hand with vocational training 
in high school. One has supplemented the other. In Illinois ten 
years has seen an expansion from 180 clubs in 30 counties to 1,831 
clubs in 100 counties. Membership has grown from 2,800 in 1920 
to more than 23,000 in 1930. Furthermore 82 percent of the mem­
bers in 1930, as compared with 65 percent in 1920, carried their 
projects to successful completion. 
Perhaps one of the most significant developments of club work 
is in the number of leaders, both adult and junior, enlisted and 
trained. There are now almost as many total adult leaders enlisted 
in the 4-H club program as there were total members ten years ago. 
Thus a new place for community service has been found by many 
adults, and club members have had opened up to them new oppor­
tunities for future careers-opportunities for more education and 
for places of leadership in their farm and home bureaus and other 
local organizations. 
Club work must also be reckoned with as an economic force in 
farm life. Girl club members in 1929 made more than 27,000 gar­
ments at substantial saving compared with the cost of the same 
garments ready-made. They learned to prepare and serve meals 
and to improve rooms in their homes by rearrangement and refinish­
ing and also by making articles for them. They made more than 
29,000 baked products and canned. more than 6,000 quarts of fruits 
and vegetables. 
Improvement in quality of livestock or of crops and of home 
interests among the adults of a community is an interesting and 
significant indirect result of this phase of agricultural education. 
Four hundred and twenty junior corn club members of one Illinois 
county produced on their plots one year 7.1 bushels more corn per 
acre than was produced on the farms on which these members lived. 
The next year the improved type of seed used by the boys was 
adopted on more than 75 percent of these farms. In 1929 one or 
more improved practices demons~rated in junior clubs were adopted 
by their parents on more than 1900 different farms. 
Health improvement has followed programs of health education. 
Local clubs in 63 counties l~st year carried on definite health-im­
provement programs. Physical examinations were completed by 
more than 1,100 members, and 344 members corrected defects re­
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vealed by such examinations. In addition more than 13,000 mem­
bers kept definite records of their health habits with an aim toward 
improvement. 
While these figures might be considered of temporary signifi­
cance, since they are for but one year, the fact is that work of this 
kind develops skills which are of lasting value to the individual. 
Coupled with the opportunity to build up a home, develop a herd 
or flock of livestock, or a superior strain of some crop, these skills 
have influenced the entire future of these boys and girls. Did we 
not have a youthful "Corn Queen" in Illinois in 1930, and did not 
a 4-H club calf win the most coveted prize at the International Live 
Stock Exposition a year ago? It is eloquent evidence of progress 
when the youth of the farm compete successfully with their parents 
in intelligent farm production and marketing and wholesome farm 
life. 
William Allen White holds that the test of a civilization is its 
treatment of youth, and comments that "when one compares the 
home, the school, and the church of the boy of fifty years ago with 
the agencies that are molding him today, one sees the illimitable 
distance that civilization has come; the progress that man has 
made." The present devotion to the care and training of youth is, 
in Mr. White's. opinion, the great achievement of our race. 
Alexander Legge says: "The younger generation here is the one 
great hope of the future of agriculture. Right here is the very best 
agricultural activity of all, governmental, state or any other kind, 
and the things that are going to be accomplished toward success 
are going to be done by the 4-H clubs." 
In my opinion the 4-H boys and girls club development is the 
most significant youth movement of modern times. 
In the field of adult education there has been a noteworthy tend­
ency in recent years for farmers to take advantage of the services 
of extension specialists and farm and home advisers. More farmers 
have completed farm accounts. In a number of counties farmers 
are banding together in order to get additional service and counsel 
in connection with their accounts and the applications of the l~ssons 
to be learned from their records. 
A greater number of farmers have joined dairy herd improve­
ment associations and have sought the latest information in soil 
testing, seed selection, livestock sanitation, especially the "McLean 
county system of swine sanitation," proper pruning of fruit trees, 
13 EVIDENCES OF AGRICULTURAL PROGRESS 
building terraces to prevent erosion, and many other worth-while 
projects. 
There is one particular phase of adult farmer education that 
deserves special consideration. It pertains to the dissemination of 
economic information among farmers. 
The past decade has seen marked increase in the amount and 
accuracy of available information on which farmers can more in­
telligently plan their production. The commercializing of agricul­
tural production and the industrializing of its processes has made it 
more necessary than ever that adequate information be obtained and 
disseminated regarding both domestic and foreign production as well 
as consumers' demands. Governmental and educational agencies 
must largely be depended on for this service. Within the past year 
and a half steps have been taken by the federal government to study 
more fully agricultural production and demand in foreign countries. 
National and state outlook reports are issued to farmers in advance 
of the planting season, giving them information concerning general 
conditions and crop and livestock enterprises. Outlook meetings 
have been held thruout Illinois and several other states for the last 
four years. Farm papers, the daily press, and the radio furnish 
additional means of carrying current economic information to 
farmers. 
With the greater availability of economic information and its 
larger use by farmers there is a growing recognition of the real 
causes operating to affect the economic condition of agriculture in 
its various branches. Such recognition leads not only to a better 
understanding of the farmer's position as a producer but also to the 
realization of the close relationship that exists between the farmer's 
welfare and that of other groups. This broader viewpoint is by no 
means universal, but ·among the thinking farmers of the state it is 
growing and is finding expression in a desire for a broader under­
standing of the conditions which affect him. 
Itnproved Marketing Facilities 
I have pointed out the great improvements in roads and their 
value to the farm family both for use of pleasure automobiles and 
farm trucking. Railroad transportation has also made marked prog­
ress in serving farmers. In this connection the following informa­
tion is of interest: 
14 CIRCULAR 365 
"During the last ten-year period Class 1 railroads have increas_ed 
daily freight car mileage 29 percent. In other words the loaded car, 
which traveled an average of 80 miles per day in 1920, now travels 103.2 
miles during the same time. · This is quite a factor in shipment of live­
stock, poultry products and perishables handled in freight service, such 
as vegetables, fruits, meat, · milk and so on. 
"In the same period there has been marked development in equip­
ment, including the new live poultry transit cars, which are larger and 
contain new ventilation and sanitation equipment; the new low tempera­
. ture refrigerator cars for handling frozen fruits, cream, meat, fish and 
the like; the new merchandise container cars for handling any com­
modity in less than car lots; the bottom dump container cars for handling 
bulky material such as brick, lime, and so forth; and the new milk tank 
cars capable of handling 55,000 pounds of precooled milk in glass lined 
vacuum tanks, either in freight or express service at lower rates. 
"In these tank cars milk can be handled three hundred miles or more 
in the hottest weather without more than one o.r two degrees variation 
in temperature. Milk handled in this way ·is pumped into and out of 
these cars very rapidly, without contamination, and with little expense.m 
Special rates and service concessions have been made by rail­
roads to favor farmers. Low rates on agricultural limestone and 
the privilege of right-of-way delivery allows the farmer to unload 
limestone in certain sections on the railroad right-of:-way adjacent 
to his farm, thus cutting his cost of liming and making it more con­
venient. One railroad delivered seventeen special train loads of 
limestone for 'right-of-way delivery in 1929. 
Progress in Agricultural Credit and Finance 
The introduction of the long-time amortized mortgage following 
the passage of the Federal Farm Loan Act, particularly since 
its constitutionality was upheld in 1920, has greatly improved the 
farm mortgage situation. This type of mortgage, which causes the 
debt to be gradually extinguished, has eliminated the risk inherent 
in short-term mortgages. In a period of agricultural and industrial 
distress, the advantage of having a large proportion of the mortgage 
debt on an amortized basis is of especial benefit. These two fea­
tures, long-time loans and provision for gradual repayment, were 
written into the basic law under which the Federal and Joint Stock 
Land Banks operate, and these two systems now hold about one­
fifth of the total mortgage debt of the country. Other large lenders 
1R. J. Plaster, New York Central Lines (letter of December 22, 1930). 
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have adopted one or both of these features, which bid fair to remain 
as permanent elements of our system of mortgage credit. 
The creation of the Federal Reserve System, now in operation 
about fifteen years, has largely eliminated the possibility of a· general 
banking crisis such as this country has experienced several times in 
the past. The centralization of reserves in a specially created group 
of banks-the reserve banks-the creati~n of an elastic currency 
which can adjust itself in volume to the needs of the country, and 
the closer contacts established between the banking system in dif­
ferent parts of the country by the new system are factors in the im­
prov.ed situation. While many country banks are not members of 
this system, the sounder banking structure is of benefit to all the 
business interests of the country, including agriculture. 
Organization Among Farmers 
Rapidly increasing strength in the cooperative movem~nt among 
farmers in this country is indicated both in membership in coopera­
tives and in volume of business handled. In 1929 more than 2 
million farmers were reported engaged in cooperative activities. 
The estimated volume of business handled was $2,300,000,000, or 
four times that of 1915. 
Cooperative marketing and purchasing associations are joining 
together in commodity trade organizations. Over fifty of the largest 
cooperative associations handling dairy p:J;"oducts are linked in the 
National Cooperative Milk Producers Federation. Thirteen state­
wide cotton associations are working together thru the American 
Cotton Growers Exchange. Twelve livestock cooperative terminal 
sales agencies are working together in the National Livestock 
Marketing Association. The Farmers National Grain Corporation 
acts as a sales agency for farmers thru its five regional branches 
and its representatives in twelve marketing centers. Many other 
commodity associations have likewise expanded their activities dur­
ing the same period. 
While much is still desired in the development of more universal 
coordination of effort, direct and indirect, among agricultural co­
operative groups, the progress of the past few years extends far 
beyond the expectations of the best informed students of the sub­
ject a few years ago. · 
As to developments with respect ·to general farm organizations, 
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I shall let their leaders speak for themselves. I have here a tele­
gram from l\1r. Sam Thompson which reads as follows: "Farm 
Bureau and affiliated groups according to state reports show one 
million one hundred thousand member families. Most significant 
evidences of progress include the steady increase of membership for 
past four years, national acceptance of farm bureau marketing pro­
gram, vast array of local accomplishments, development of group 
consciousness in a large measure replacing destructive individ­
ualism." 
A telegram received from Mr. L. J. Taber, Master of the Na­
tional Grange, reads as follows: "Grange dues paying membership 
eight hundred thousand. Counting all members of Grange families, 
will total over one million. Most significant evidence of Grange 
vitality is fact that after six ty years we held our largest session 
[this year] with over 15,000 members present and 11,125 took 
highest degree." 
Other farm organizations could doubtless make similar state­
ments of progress. 
Perhaps the most significant organizational development is the 
growing replacement of destructive individualism by group con­
sciousness. The past decade has witnessed an increasing tendency 
for the national general-service farm organizations to harmonize 
their policies with reference to matters not only of new legislation 
but also with reference to the administration of existing laws. The 
different national farm organizations have found, in a number of 
situations, that it is desirable and possible to reconcile differences 
of views and to. establish a unified policy. Thus we have eloquent 
testimony disproving the old assumption that farmers cannot work 
together. They are doing quite as good a job of it as many other 
large groups of which I have knowledge. 
Changed Attitude Toward Farm Problems 
A development during the last ten years, the great importance of 
which farm folks may not fully appreciate, is the changed attitude 
of other groups of society toward the farmer and farm problems. 
Without elaborating on the point, it seems to me that the national 
awakening to the fact that the United States has a real farm prob­
lem is of great significance to agriculture. Twelve years ago farm­
ers as a class were prosperous. Then changes in relative price levels 
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brought the industry to the verge of disaster. Thru the efforts of 
those primarily interested in agricultural progress, men in positions 
of importance in industry, finance, and commerce were brought to 
realize that farm problems were acute and were such that they could 
not be solved by individual farmers. This sympathetic interest and 
active support could not have been secured if the general public 
were not convinced that farmers are increasing in efficiency. 
An outgrowth of this crystallization of public sentiment in the 
interests of the welfare of farmers has been the Agricultural · 
Marketing Act and creation of the Federal Farm Board, which 
represent the establishment of a national policy towards agriculture. 
This opens the way for farmers in all parts of the country to unite 
to mitigate the ills of agriculture. 
Not all problems have been solved, but a beginning has been 
made. Means have been provided for analyzing· problems, and an 
agency has been set up that can aggressively take the lead in initiat­
ing such remedial actions as appear most effective for both im­
mediate and long-time good of the industry. 
Conclusion 
In this discussion I have made much of the increased efficiency 
of the individual farmer, brought about by a better organization of 
farm business, the use of improved varieties, the introduction of 
new crops, more intelligent selection and feeding of livestock, im­
proved soil management, and the increased use of farm machinery, 
as evidencing farm progress. Practically all these items have to do 
with lowering the costs of production. There are two ways of in­
creasing farm profits: lowering costs of production and increasing 
the price of the product. Vigorous efforts are being put forth along 
both these lines by public agencies, farm organizations, and indi­
vidual farmers themselves. I am in sympathy with these move­
ments. 
Progressive farmers have increased somewhat their volume of 
products, having in hand the information that made it possible to 
lower costs of production and the disposition to use it. A desire to 
provide higher standards of living for their families has also doubt­
less led such farmers to take advantage of improved methods of 
production. All these things may have conspired to bring about 
overproduction of a few commodities. Is, then, efficiency in pro­
duction in line with progress? 
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Before answering this question, we might ask another. If 
lowered costs tend to stimulate production to a troublesome point, 
will not an increased price bring about the same result?_ Indeed, we 
have more facts to support the contention that improved prices 
affect the quantity of production more quickly and definitely than 
do lowered costs of production. Are, then, present attempts to get 
better prices for farm products in line with progress? 
My answer, and I think that of most progressive farmers, would 
be yes in both instances. Few seem to be worrying about the pos­
sibility of a higher level of prices bringing about over-production. 
Certainly with present prices of most farm products so abnormally 
low, the problem of bringing about a higher level is an acute one 
and everything that may properly be done to change conditions for 
the better should be done. 
There are those, however, who seem to think that by teaching 
efficient production to those who intelligently practice it, the agri­
cultural colleges and the United States Department of Agriculture 
have been doing a grievous thing. Well, perhaps, but I am wonder­
ing if such ever stop to think that the problem of improving the in­
dividual farmer 's status was attacked by the colleges at the point 
where greatest improvement was possible and where the individual 
farmer could do something to help himself. The aim has been to 
teach him how to do better the things that no one could do for him. 
Not only so, but colleges of agriculture recognize that efficient pro­
duction is but a part of the farmer's problem and that efficiency in 
marketing, while less under the control of the individual farmer than 
production, requires increasing attention and emphasis to the end 
that improvement in the marketing of farm products may be even 
more rapid than has been improvement in the field of farm pro­
duction. 
I have repeatedly said, and I gladly repeat here for the sake of 
emphasis, that there are things that need to be done to improve the 
farmers' status which cannot be accomplished by individual farmers 
. and can only be done thru organization and cooperative effort. 
Happily these matters are receiving more intelligent and effective 
attention by organized farmers than has ever been true in the past. 
The need for organized effort among farmers will continue to be 
urgent, and alertness at this point should not be slackened. 
Regardless of how it may affect our individual interests, we shall 
need to recognize, as a gener.al principle, that in the event of a 
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return to a high level of prices for farm products brought about by 
artificial stimulation or otherwise, overproduction may depress 
prices and make it impossible for any but those who are efficient 
low-cost producers to make a profit. . This means, if it means any­
thing, that unless a farmer is prepared to get in line with improved 
methods of production, he is doomed to disappointment and ultimate 
failure. It may be a hard doctrine, but I believe it is a true one, 
that eventually the market will go to the farmers who can supply it 
most economically. I do not believe that the general public would 
tolerate for any considerable time a protected market unless con­
vinced that farmers in the United States produce efficiently. If 
there are farmers, therefore, who hesitate to adopt improved meth­
ods of lowering costs of production lest they make things harder 
for the inefficient farmer who will not adopt improved methods, .they 
are likely to discover, perhaps too late, that they are not wise phi­
lanthropists but short-sighted suicides. 
Farmers of Illinois, if you do not remember anything else I have 
said this morning, remember this-the efficient farmer, like cream 
in milk, will rise to the top! Obviously the efficient farmer is an 
efficient producer and considerably more than that-he is intelligent 
and efficient in marketing what he produces, in the use of his in­
come, and in his social and business relationships. Such a farmer 
will not disregard the problem of adjusting production to demand. 
Indeed it is logical to assume that the same intelligence that has been 
displayed by institutions in developing and by farmers in adopting 
improved practices will be used in finding ways and means to meet 
the difficulties that are a part of this problem. Solutions may not 
be found easily or quickly but they will be found. 
Ex-Governor Lowden, in an interview recently published, is 
quoted as making some observations that may well form the basis 
for serious deliberation. In speaking of the tremendous loss of fer­
tility in the Mississippi valley from erosion, he asks, "How long can 
the land stand this? . . . "And while Nature is thus hammering 
away at our land, we, ourselves, go on speeding up the process of 
destruction by incessant cropping." And then he follows with this 
pertinent statement: "There are many intelligent farmers in this 
country who understand this and have been conserving their farms. 
And every year as farmers drop out because their lands are no 
longer worth working, the lot of the intelligent farmers who are left 
will become better. And I sincerely believe that this factor in the 
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situation is powerful enough to bring at no very distant day a great 
measure of relief to the wise and efficient farm~rs." Opinions like 
these, coming from a recognized close student of farm affairs deeply 
interested in the welfare of fq.rmers, are worthy of our thoughtful 
consideration. 
In bringing to you these evidences of farm progress, I am deeply 
conscious, as stated at the beginning, that in the midst of a depressed 
agriculture, which at the moment seems to be getting worse instead 
of better, it is difficult to extract much cheer, or even to take a 
rational view of the situation. It is hoped that what I have said 
may, in some measure at least, reassure you that regardless of how 
badly the times may be "out of joint," there are forces at work that 
give us reason to hope that the future for farming is not altogether 
dark. This should not be interpreted as a signal to relax our dili­
gence individually or collectively, but rather as a bit of optimism 
justified, we believe, on the basis of facts presented anq other facts 
which for lack of time could not be brought into the picture. To 
me, and I hope to you, it is a ray of hope that if we persist in well­
directed efforts, farming may be maintained as a reasonably remu­
nerative enterprise for intelligent and capable men who love it. 
Never was the wholesome, steadying influence of · such men and 
their families more greatly needed than now in our increasingly 
complicated and restless society. 
